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Issues Affecting Marine Fisheries
	Fisheries refer to the production of fish and other resources for purposes of food. There are, however, other aims of fisheries, including recreation and obtaining fish products or ornamental fish. Marine fisheries are done in all large water bodies of the world, including oceans, seas, bays, and estuaries. Marine fisheries rank as one of the most crucial natural resources. Fisheries are an important source of human food, accounting for nearly half of the world’s animal protein (Beaumont et al., 2019). People enjoy and love eating seafood with an estimated 35 pounds consumed. Over the past couple of decades, there has been an increase in human activities in both inland and marine ecosystems that have affected marine life. Marine fisheries produce food and other aquatic resources directly from the ecosystem and sensitive to effects of human activities such as climate change, overfishing, pollution, ghost fishing, and illegal fishing.
	An extensive source of evidence shows that the marine ecosystem is facing extinction as it declines at a fast rate (Anton et al., 2019). A significant contributor to this decline is overfishing. Overfishing is described as the practice of capturing fish at a faster rate than they are reproduced. Fish such as snapper and tuna are susceptible to this practice as their reproduction is slow and live longer. Such types of fish need to remain in the marine ecosystem as they are not the main producers of human food. Overfishing destroys the ecosystem and the food chain, which is important for the survival of marine species. Overfishing can wipe out the entire species, which affects other species in the food chain. 
	Human activities such as the burning of fossil fuels and industrialization have led to the increased release of heat-trapping gasses such as carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, which has increased global temperatures and causing climate change. Climate change alters the pattern of circulation and temperatures of the ocean (Hillebrand et al., 201). These changes influence the movement of ocean waters, their temperatures, and the availability of oxygen and essential nutrients for marine organisms. An increase in global temperatures leads to the destruction of marine ecosystems such as coral reefs which are an important survival environment for marine organisms. 
	Over the past century, the world’s population has been tremendously increasing, and with this growth comes the increase of waste produced. Many countries of the world lack an appropriate and effective waste management system, with most of their wastes ending up in water bodies such as oceans and seas. Statistics show that up to 2.5 million tons of waste, particularly waste, end up in the ocean annually. Marine organisms get tangled in wastes such as plastic bottles and bags, which litter marine ecosystems. Marine organisms such as turtles and fish mistook plastic litter for food; thus, they eat these wastes, which clog their digestive system or are trapped. Studies show that plastic breaks down into tiny micro-plastic components, which are consumed by marine organisms and humans who rely on these organisms as food (Beaumont et al., 2019).
	Another significant issue affecting the marine ecosystem is ghost fishing. This occurs when fishing equipment such as nets are tossed or lost in the marine ecosystem, therefore, entangling marine organisms. As these organisms are trapped without help, it leads to injuries and deaths, therefore, affecting marine life and the food chain. For instance, as smaller marine animals are trapped in abandoned equipment, predators often find themselves trapped, too, which affects vulnerable species such as tuna. Governments and various organizations have developed solutions such as the use of bio-degradable equipment to address this challenge. This has, however, proven to be elusive as it remains a significant problem affecting the marine ecosystem.
	As the global population continues to grow, the demand for marine products is increasing, leading to illegal fishing, which is causing the depletion of some fish species. Illegal fishing takes various forms, including fishing during the off-season, fishing without permission, undersized fishing, use of illegal equipment and procedures. While governments and stakeholders have taken considerable steps to address this issue, it remains to be persistent therefore requiring a better and more advanced enforced regulatory system to address them.
	Marine ecosystems are an essential source of human food and income. It provides food and other aquatic resources directly from the ecosystem. Human activities over the past couple of decades have had a significant influence on the marine ecosystem. Activities such as overfishing, pollution, climate change, habitat destruction, ghost fishing, and illegal fishing are greatly causing damage and leading to the extinction of the marine ecosystem. It is critical to ensure that seafood is ethically obtained in a way that promotes environmental sustainability.
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